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NORTHOVER MILL, GLASTONBURY 
New archaeological evidence for the function and the original curtiledge 

 

Title number   WS56977 

Property   Northover Mill, 3 Mill Lane, Glastonbury BA6 9NU 

Registered 

    Proprietor   Beckery Island Regeneration Trust 

 

 

It has come to our attention that the plan of the property registered under the details 

listed above contains errors in its depiction of the boundaries.  This comes as little 

surprise since it was recently detached from a larger block of industrial property under 

the same ownership; no boundaries between the different buildings have been 

recorded for over 100 years.   

 

The building itself is a medieval fulling mill built by Glastonbury Abbey (Listed 

Grade II, English Heritage Listed Building Number: 265998).  The most recent survey 

of Northover Mill
i
 (Figure 1) resulted in an interpretive plan showing the development 

of the building. 

 

In order to clarify the relationship of the building to the millstream, and in an effort to 

understand the way in which the building functioned, the RPS plan was superimposed 

upon a map of the site drawn in 1869 (sale map, Figure 3).  A detail of the 1869 map 

is shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 1.  Plan of Northover Mill  

 

 
Figure 2.  Sale map of 1869. 
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Based on 1869 map plus
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NORTHOVER MILL, GLASTONBURY

Nancy Hollinrake
17 June 2012
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Figure 3.  Plan of Northover Mill superimposed on the estate map of 1869, with 

newly-discovered features sketched on. 

 

 

 

We have noticed the following discrepancies in the Land Registry plan. 
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1)  Part of the building is not recorded, 

that is, a small shed attached to the 

back of the property colour-coded 

purple in Figure 1.  Figure 3 shows that 

this shed, sitting on the northern bank 

of the mill stream, is missing from the 

Land Registry plan.  During 

renovations, this building was found to 

contain a flight of steps leading down 

to the mill stream below the northern 

wall of the wheel room.  This feature, 

which would facilitate servicing of the 

mill wheel, was probably a primary 

element of the original design of the 

mill.   

 

 
Figure 4.  Stone steps lead to the 

millstream below the wheel room. 

 

 

We would like to have this building added to the Land Registry plan. 

 

2)  There are problems with the northern boundary of the property as it appears on the 

Land Registry plan, where it is shown following the edge of the millstream.  Not only 

does it omit the outbuilding discussed above, it cuts off the back wall of the building 

itself, since that wall rests on the northern bank of the stream.  We believe that the 

northern boundary is in error, but there is little information to help to decide where to 

draw the corrected boundary.  Fortunately, the text attached to the property register 

contains some helpful clues. 

 

• Para. 2 (dated 19/10/1990), clause (c) declares the property includes ‘a right 

for the continuance of all quasi-easements or priviledges in the nature of 

easements hitherto exercised by the property’ but without specifying what 

they might be. 

 

Schedule 2 lists ‘The Exceptions and Reservations’ which would seem to have 

referred to another title or document with a plan no longer available to us.   

• Clause 5 ensured the Vendor’s (in this case Clark, Son and Morland) right of 

way along an ‘accessway’ for the purposes of maintaining their property, 

specifying that the accessway lies in ‘a strip of land 7 metres in width’ in the 

strip of land coloured blue on the plan.   

 

Again, we have no plan, but we do have enough information to suppose that this strip 

of land was part of the curtiledge of the Mill, otherwise there would be no need to 

reinforce the Vendors’ right to use it. 
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Figure 2 above shows no sign of the strip of land or the accessway.  There are 

boundaries to the north of the Mill recorded on the tithe map (Figure 5), which pre-

dates the acquisition of the property by Clark, Son and Morland. 

 

 
Figure 5.  Tithe map of 1844. 

 

 
Figure 5a.  Tithe map annotated: mill stream outlined in green, Northover Mill 

outlined in orange, ‘strip of land 7 metres wide’ (see above) coloured blue. 

 

The strip of land coloured blue in Figure 5a appears to enter into the millstream while 

the wheel room of the mill is not shown.  The only explanation for this is that the strip 

of land includes the stone steps down to the millstream, below the wheel room. 

 

This interpretation clarifies several issues: 
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• It explains why the strip coloured blue appears to enter the millstream and 

ignores the Mill’s wheel room: it includes the stone steps as access into the 

millstream. 

 

• It explains Clause 5: the Vendor wished to retain the right of way because the 

steps made access to the millstream easier when it became necessary to carry 

out maintenance of the stone walls of the millstream and/or the foundations of 

the factory buildings.  Before the invention of the JCB maintenance works 

would have been undertaken from the millstream itself. 

• It explains the stone settings revealed during renovations on the northern side 

of the Mill: the long stones forming a curve are one side of the ‘accessway’ 

mentioned in Clause 5 (Figure 3 and Figure 6 below). 

 

 
Figure 6.  -  Cobbles and stone settings uncovered to the north of Northover Mill.  

Patches of yellow mortar show the location of the former building coloured yellow in 

Figure 1.  See Figure 3 for location plan.  The void filled with earth in the bottom 

centre of the picture is probably a setting for a gate post. 

 

In the light of the above information, we would suggest that the correct plan of 

Northover Mill’s northern boundary would include the strip coloured blue on Figure 

5a.  Whether this constitutes all of the property traditionally attached to the Mill, the 

‘quasi-easements or privileges in the nature of easements hitherto exercised by the 

property’, as Clause 2 above expresses it, is another matter.  The strip coloured blue, 

missing from the 1869 sale plan (Figure 2), appears to be part of the plot marked 572 
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on the tithe map (Figure 5 above).  The sale plan appears to confirm the tithe map in 

assigning the northern plot to the Mill  A proposed new boundary has been sketched 

onto Figure 3 for the sake of clarity.  

Nancy Hollinrake 

20
th

 March 2013 

 

                                                 
i
 Conservation Statement for Listed Buildings, Morlands Enterprise Park, Glastonbury, unpubl. Client 

report for South West Regional Development Agency, 2005. 


